
January 3, 2011 ABFOM Meeting 
Jan Rejto, Beth McDonough, Paulette Joyce, Cris Petcu, Justyna Teverovsky, Jeremy Denzer, Lisa Soo, Wendy Linden, Susan Russell, Wendy Bryson, Jana Subramanyam, Jen Moss, Mark Hickey, Patty Higgins

Agenda: 
1. The Treasurer’s report was reviewed and accepted.   

a. There was a donation of $30 in honor of Erin Fitzpatrick. 

b. The last Costa Rica trip payment is Wednesday 1/5/2011 to ABFOM; ABFOM will make its payment on Monday 1/10/2011.

2. A few thank you notes were shared by Patty Higgins, regarding donations in memoriam.

3. The ABFOM December 2010 minutes were reviewed and accepted, with minor modifications.

4. Directors’ Reports 

a. Band Program : Mark Hickey 

i. Senior District Festival will be held at the Boston Latin School during the weekend of 1/8 – 1/9/2011. 22 A/B students are participating.
ii. The Junior High Band Concert will be held on the evening of Wednesday, January 19th. Some parent help will be needed. A new Junior High liaison is needed.
iii. The Junior District Auditions will be help on Saturday, January 22, at Concord Carlisle High School.

iv. The Junior High Choral Concert is Tuesday, January 25, 2011.

v. All State Auditions are Saturday, January 29, 2011.

vi. Winter Percussion Camp is January 29 – 30, 2011.

vii. There has been no news from Acton Boxborough Cultural Council on our grant request.
viii. The composer, Andrew Boyson, of University of New Hampshire, has emailed that the piece is coming together, and Mark should be expecting it soon. The composer will be here to conduct the premiere at the Stepping Out Concert on March 16th.

ix. Concert Band started today, January 3, 2011.Symphony Band starts tomorrow.

x. Band Camp is set for two weeks before the start of school, with Choral Camp starting the Tuesday following Band Camp.

b. Choral  Program: Jen Moss
i. There was lots of community outreach by the Madrigals over the holidays. In particular, they performed at the Cutting School in Lexington, a school for students with learning disabilities and severe mental and physical challenges. Elizabeth and Brett McDonald are involved; their son, Sean, passed away this summer.

ii. Thank you for ABFOM’s help in selling 340 of the 350 music CDs.

iii. Costa Rica Trip Update

1. Last payment due this week.

2. Thank you to ABFOM for matching the funds of 15 students.

3. Jen is managing ticketing and passport information.

4. Put a link to the Costa Rica Trip blog on the ABFOM website

5. Beth McDonough has walkie talkies for the chaperones; the Music Department has an international cell phone.

6. The pre-trip meeting is January 18th. 125 students from grades 10 through 12 are going to Costa Rica. The nurse is set.

iv. Singing Valentines will be available this year with profits going towards Senior Scholarships.

v. The Pan Choral event is scheduled for March 7th and 8th, with the Junior High Choral director conducting.

vi. Madrigals are doing collaboration with the Commonwealth Ballet. The Commonwealth Ballet website has tickets for sale for $20. The event will be help at Regis College in Weston. Patty Higgins will do a constant contact with this information.
c. Winter Guard : Jeremy Denzer
i. Thank you for the poinsettia
ii. There are 11 Winter Guard members, including 5 new students.

iii. The theme is “Singing in the Rain”, all set with equipment, sets, costumes, etc.

iv. Color Guard camps are 1/15 and 1/29th; 5 weekend competitions from February through April.

v. Preview is usually the Tuesday before the first competition. A parent meeting will be held to get more volunteers.

vi. Three weeks ago, the entire Color Guard went to the Winter Guard International Spin Festival in Cambridge.

d. Winter Percussion: Susan Russell
i. Working out the details of the show, costumes, and trucks.
ii. There are 25 students participating, including one 8th grader.
5. Music Banquet:  Jana Subramanyam
a. The Banquet will be held May 26, 2011 at 6pm at the Holiday Inn in Boxborough.

b. The hall is booked for $6000, the same price as last year, with the same price per person as last year

c. Committees have been formed: Programs:XXXXX Decorations:XXXX Registration and Invitations XXXX (key areas to cover) Awards: Manyan Blanchett and Donna Bottari.

d. The cost last year was $20 per student with ABFOM subsidizing about 40% of the cost. ABFOM also pays for the awards. A motion was made and accepted to raise the price to $23 per person.

6. Swing Night:

a. Elaine Dors and Jeff McHarg will give dance lessons, free of charge, for 4 weeks in a row.

b. The event will be held on Saturday April 9, 2011 in the small gymnasium.

c. Mark and Kurt Tholler will be bringing in the Junior High School band, as well as the High School Band, and the Soft Touch Band.

d. Two meetings should cover planning the event with committees for decorations, set-up (tables and chairs), ticket sales, etc.

e. Interested helpers: Patty Higgins, Lisa Soo, Justyna Teverovsky, Beth McDonough, Jan Rejto

7. Junior High Fundraiser
a. Coffee sales are not a huge money-maker. 

b. Welch fruit snacks / Sour Patch Kids were suggested (and sampled). Chocolate bars were also suggested but consult with a health person would be necessary to ensure they are nut-free.

c. Sales will be held after school only (not in school)

d. ABFOM would buy the inventory.

e. Students would commit to $60 a box (but could return unopened boxes to ABFOM for a refund). Kids earn 50 cents a bag, with ABFOM earning 6 cents a bag. 

f. A parent coordinator is needed. 

8. ABFOM Website and Advertisements: Patty Higgins
a. Local business links are okay (e.g. local drum shop, Minor Chord)

b. Outside of Acton, charge $25 a year  (e.g. private lesson teacher)
Next Meeting:  Monday February 7, 2011 at 7pm
